





BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

HE following is a list of Hodgskin’s own
books : —
An Essay on Naval Discipline, 1813 ; Travels in
the North of Germany, 1820 ; Labour Defended
against the Claims of Capital, 1825; Popular
Political Economy, 1827 ; The Natural and Arti-
JSicial Rights of Property Contrasted, 1832, The
three last should be read together for a con-
secutive view of Hodgskin’s economic and
social doctrines. Also of importance are his
contributions to the Meckanics' Magazine (1823)
and his correspondence with Francis Place, ex-
tracts from which are quoted by M. Halévy (see
below). His last works were two pamphlets,
What shall we do with our Criminals 2 and
Our Chief Crime : Cause and Cure, both pub-
lished in 1857. From 1844 to 1857 Hodgskin
was a regular contributor to the Economist.
The only life or study of Hodgskin is Thomas
Hodgskin (1787-1869), by Elie Halévy,published
in French in 1903, and not hitherto translated.
There is a brief account in Mr Max Beer’s
History of British Socialism, Vol. 1., and Mr
Graham Wallas also deals with Hodgskin in
his Life of Francis Place. There are many
references to him, and unpublished letters by
him, in the Place MSS. in the British Museum.
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INTRODUCTION

HE British Labour Movement has for-

gotten its history, and is but slowly
being reminded of it. After the collapse of
Chartism, the continuity of ideas was sharply
broken; and, although individual Chartists
lingered on to play a part in the First Inter-
national and even in the Socialist revival of
the eighties, the tradition of the past was
never picked up again. Only in very recent
times has British Labour begun to develop
its sense of history; and the attempt to
recall the early days of working-class agita-
tion and to realise their connection with
the present is still made seldom and with
difficulty.

But it is well worth making; for British
Labour has a past of both idea and action, and
strength in the present struggle may well be
derived from the remembrance of it. The
seed-time of working-class ideas in this country
was in the eighteen twenties and thirties. The
Grand National Consolidated Trades Union
of 1834 and the Chartist Movement of the
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following years were the first attempts to
make the new theories the basis of positive
action. The action failed ; and revolutionary
Trade Unionism and revolutionary Chartism
alike dissolved. They left behind, however, a
legacy which is Labour’s for the claiming.
Thomas Hodgskin (1787-1869) belongs, so
far as his action in the Labour Movement is
concerned, to the seeding-time of working-
class ideas. His books, and his lecturing work
and personal influence among the circles of -
London working men, give him his place, and
an important place, in the development of
working-class ideas and organisation.
Hodgskin was himself not a workman, but a
naval officer who saw service in the Napoleonic
Wars. The navy, however, did not suit his
temper, and a dispute concerning discipline
caused him to be placed on half-pay at the
age of twenty-five, with the rank of Lieutenant.
His first published work, 4n Essay on Naval
Driscipline, which appeared in 1813, was a
vigorous attack on the methods of the naval
authorities and the conditions of service at
sea, and contained already, in its marked
antipathy to Government and its demand for
free institutions based on respect for natural
laws, the essence of his, generally speaking,
anarchist philosophy of Society., Godwin’s
8
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